
Arieac  - Association of RE inspectors and consultants 

 
Day Conference for Members – Developing Enquiry Models in RE 

Thursday 18th October 2012: 

Campinile Hotel – Birmingham 

 

Delegates came from far and wide and represented not just the teaching profession but also 

Sacre, Dioceses and independent consultants. 

 

The day was divided into three sessions. 

 

Professor David Leat from the University of Newcastle facilitated our first session: 

 

Professor Leat and his colleagues have been conducting a study into Enquiry Based learning. 

He is a non RE Teaching professional. 

 

Prof Leat stated that Enquiry Based learning is highly important and should be used as one of 

several teaching methods. 

 

 He went onto say that enquiry actually inhabits our lives and is driven by curiosity and 

questions. It is not just a way of learning but an everyday habit. 

 

He spoke about Convergent pedagogy – this is generally the current way of teaching and 

Divergent pedagogy. This means the facilitator does not know beforehand which direction 

will be taken. 

 

My conclusion is that the enquiry method certainly needs to be at the heart of RE Teaching. 

 

Alan Brine: HMI National Advisor for RE: 

 

RE – Realising the Potential 

 

Alan stated that the thing that really matters is “How can we make learning effective” 

 

There are continuing concerns about clarity of aims, rationale and purpose within the 

teaching of RE 

 

Ofsted’s report is due to be published shortly 

 

Alan asked do we have a sufficiently shared view of what we mean by Religious Literacy. 

 

He stated that there is a real need for fresh thinking with the subject. The main concern is 

Capacity 

 

Alan stated that many Sacre’s are finding it difficult to fulfil their responsibilities and whatever 

fresh thinking is brought needs to be clear and simple. Complicating it will not help teaching 

professionals. 

 

The focus on Enquiry is having impact  

• More agreed syllabus are focusing on enquiry 

• More teachers are using the language of enquiry 

 

 

 

But enquiry is: 

• Rarely embedded in practise in schools 



• Not yet embedded in subject rationale 

• More thinking needs to happen to clarify what we mean by.... 

 

 

We need to be generating the right syllabus and asking questions that engage. 

 

Effective enquiry: Keep it Simple 

 

Successful enquiry: allows enough time for pupils to gather information, draw conclusions 

before asking them to reflect on or apply their learning. 

 

Where do we need to take enquiry? 

 

 

Helen Hallas: Advanced Skills Teacher and Head of RE  

 

Helen addressed how she has been using the enquiry method within her teaching and took 

us through a year nine lesson. 

 

Her session was highly interactive and most interesting and caused some great debate 

amongst the delegates and left many asking the question 

 

What is the difference between enquiry and enquiring? 

 

 

The conference was helpful and informative and good for networking. It highlighted to me 

the importance of us at Rotherham Sacre ensuring when events such as these take place we 

need to have somebody attend. 

 

I have paper copies of presentations from all three sessions and can make these available to 

Sacre if required. 

 

Nicki Goodwin  

Vice – Chair 

25.10.12 


